STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

Inre ) Fair Hearing No. 15,533
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
of Social Welfare counting her husband's incone as avail abl e
to the household in calculating the anount of the
househol d's Food Stanps. The issue is whether the pertinent
regul ations require the inconme of all household nmenbers to
be considered in calculating a famly's eligibility for Food

St anps.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner was the subject of Fair Hearing No.
15,447, decided by the Board on June 5, 1998. In that case
the Board affirned the Departnent's decision requiring the
i nclusion of the petitioner's husband (he and the petitioner
had been recently married) in the petitioner's ANFC
assi stance group and counting his incone as available to the
petitioner and her children (his stepchildren).

2. \Wien the Departnent inplenented the Board's
decision in that case (the petitioner's benefits had not
been reduced during the pendency of her appeal) it notified
the petitioner that her ANFC woul d be decreasing due to the
i ncl usi on of her husband's incone. It also notified the

petitioner that her husband' s inconme was being counted in
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the conputation of her Food Stanps. The petitioner appeal ed
t he decision as regarding her Food Stanps.

3. Again, the petitioner takes no issue with the facts
and figures relied upon by the Departnment inits
determi nation. Although she disagrees with the effect and
rational e of the regulations in question, she could not
di spute that the Departnent was applying those regul ations

correctly to her situation.

CRDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
The Food Stanp regul ations require that "spouses" and
all "natural, adopted or step-children” who are living
t oget her nust be considered a single "household" in

determining eligibility for Food Stanps. Food Stanp Manua
(FSM > 273.1(a). The regulations also require that the

i nconme of all household nenbers that is not specifically
excl uded under the regul ations nust be counted in
determining a household' s eligibility. FSM> 273(b).

There is no dispute in this matter that the Departnent
has correctly foll owed the procedures set forth in the above
regul ations in determining the Food Stanp eligibility of the

petitioner's household. Therefore, the board is bound by

law to affirmthe Departnent's decision. 3 V.S A > 3091(d)
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and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
#H##



